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Melodic Shapes in Giisheh-ha of Iranian Radif !

Mohammad Reza Azadehfar, Associate Professor at Faculty of Music, University of Art, Tehran, Iran

Abstract / Q-‘.

Studies on Iranian music are particularly conducted to show its melodic as nd are highly occupied
by the discussions of modal systems of dastgah-ha and the arrangement&a‘ﬁmctions of notes and their
alteration within a tetrachord and pentachord. In general, we can co? _three main factors in melodic
contours including directions, intervals and time values. Howevery stomed listeners of Iranian music
pay little or no attention to microtones and their complicated arranggiftents. In fact, the combination of those
three elements plus the presentation of such features arouse theix.emiotion. In order to study and categorize the
melodic shapes of giisheh-ha of the radif of Iranian traditionaf¥fiusic, a systems designed. In this system, all
the main gusheh-ha of seven dstgaah-ha and five avaz: the radTiE(?z. version of Miraza Abdullah

is used as the main reference) are studied and the cishapes of t re categorized. For each glisheh
two types of melodic movements are recogni d@iructural and m ary movements. The researcher has
used his own experience of familiarity wit as a musicia ﬁ istinguish the structural elements from
momentary musical incidents. Living in a sGci€ty is the best y%leam and experience everyday life to make
sense of the music and the culture t Society. None Gb&s, in order to categorize the musical elements,
a systematic approach, which leadg.' sort of comp &e examination of data, is working accurately. The
approach presented in this study’helps to examine t&litaﬁve phenomena of melodic movement in various
gusheh-ha of dastgah-ha a ir subdivisiorfﬁcquire a general picture of one of the elements of form
in ranian traditional music. Based on the findings, the central features in melodic shape of glisheh-ha of the
radif are summarized® 06 giisheh-ha of various dastgah-ha and their subdivisions avaz-ha which have
been studied in this project, pendulum movement of melody and moving level with the very limited tonal
material have the highest rank in various melodic shapes and movements. As well as pendulum and level
melodic contours as the main melodic movements, there is another movement which is sequential descending
of the melody. The findings of this study also revealed that some types of melodic shapes, such as “inverted
arc,” “sequential ascending,” and “terrace descending” appears very rarely in melodic movements of Iranian
melodies, and ascending melodic movements are not popular in melodic structure of dastgah-ha. Moreover,
melodies in traditional music of Iran are usually tended to move in a level with a very limited tonal material
or to have a wave shape outline.

Keywords: Melodic Contour, World Music Analysis, Iranian Musical Structure, Dastgah Structure, Middle
East Musical Structure
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