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Abstract

This paper delves into the critical role of set design in shaping and enhancing interactive narratives
within video games. By employing an inductive approach, the study meticulously analyzes data
from over 400 video games spanning various genres and styles. Set design, which encompasses a
range of elements including architecture, furniture, decorative objects, and signage, is shown to play
a pivotal role in both the formation and reinforcement of interactive narratives. The central aim of
this research is to explore how set design can be strategically utilized to construct immersive and
multifaceted environments. These environments enable players to engage deeply with the game’s
storylines and characters through interactions with the environmental details, thereby fostering a
richer and more nuanced gaming experience. The research investigates several dimensions of set
design and its effects. It begins with architectural design and spatial structure, assessing how these
elements contribute to creating immersive, realistic, and engaging game worlds. The study further
explores the impact of furniture and interior fittings, examining how their selection and placement
can enhance narrative depth and player immersion. In addition, cultural and historical details, such
as posters, family photos, labels, and inscriptions, are analyzed to understand their contribution to
the overall gaming experience and storytelling. These elements are critical for providing context
and adding layers of meaning to the game environment. Methodologically, the research employs
both visual analysis and examination of player interactions with set design elements. Data is
analyzed through qualitative methods, including detailed case studies of specific games, as well
as quantitative methods, which involve statistical analysis to identify common patterns and trends
in set design usage. The results highlight that set design is not merely a backdrop but a dynamic
component that significantly enhances visual appeal, realism, and narrative complexity. Effective
set design contributes to a more engaging and immersive experience by supporting and enriching
the interactive narrative. The paper underscores the importance of meticulous attention to detail in
the implementation of set design elements. It proposes that a strategic approach to set design can
significantly elevate the quality and impact of video game experiences. By providing actionable
insights and recommendations, this research aims to assist game designers in creating interactive
and meaningful environments. Such environments not only captivate players but also deepen their
engagement with the game’s narrative, ultimately leading to more compelling and effective gaming
experiences.
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