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Baudrillard’s Concept of Simulacrum
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Abstract

Representation or imitation, with the conceptual framework of the value of imitation, is a fundamental issue in the
philosophies of Plato and Aristotle. According to Plato, through the allegory of the cave, representation is a step
behind reality, merely showing a shadow of reality. In contrast, Aristotle attributes a higher value to representation
(imitation) as a human action. What is significant in Aristotle’s perspective on representation in this article is the lack
of a need for similarity in the act of representation.

Over a considerable period, the concept of pretense versus representation emerged in the views of experts, with
Baudrillard’s theories on pretense. According to Baudrillard, representation has gradually evolved into a pretense with
changing contemporary living and technological conditions, such as Disneyland, a complex pretense. Baudrillard
defines the path from representation to pretense in four stages, assessed by the degree of connection to reality,
culminating in the absence of connection to reality (pretense).

In contrast to the somewhat imperfect authenticity and similarity in representation, pretenses are versions that
closely resemble but lack reference to reality, creating a lower and deeper level of reality than the original. Along
the path of representation, a display of various types of masks and puppetry is presented, ranging from imitation
in pseudo-realistic puppets to similarity in parts of the faces and bodies of glove and rod puppets, and finally,
symbolic representation in abstract puppets. Although different, they all refer to some form of representation without
necessarily resembling reality.

The introduction of mannequins in the works of Tadeusz Kantor seems to replace the concept of representation
with pretense in theater. In this article, by highlighting the formal and semantic differences between puppets and
mannequins, these two representational forms are compared in five aspects: imitation and narrative, animation and
lack of animation, dynamic and static character-bestowal, representation of life versus representation of death,
equivalent or transcendent version of humans versus a degraded version of humans. This analytical comparison
suggests that representation in puppets transforms into pretense in mannequins. By demonstrating this pretense and
based on Baudrillard’s theory emphasizing the superiority of pretense over—representation in contemporary times,
mannequins appear to be a more suitable model for embodying contemporary humans—a version that, although

resembling reality, portrays a more distant and lower representation of the human prototype.

Keywords: Representation, Simulation, Baudrillard, Puppet, Mannequin, Kantor.



