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Euphorion

Edward Said (1935-2003)
Homi Bhabha (1949-)
Jean Anouilh (1910-1987)
T.S.Eliot (1888-1965)
Prometheus Unbound

P.B. Shelley (1822-1972)
Les Mouches

J.P.Sartre (1905-1980)

. R.Barthes (1915-1980)
. Sophocles (496-406.BC)
. Immanent

. Anthropomorphic

Aschylus / Aioydrog
Satyr play
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17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

24.

The Suppliants

The Persians

The Seven Against Thebes
Prometheus Bound

The Oresteia

Mythos
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25. Oceanids
26. Danaus
27. Plasgus
28. Io

29. The Trojan Women
30. Diversify
31. Helen
32. Menelaus
33. Paris

34. Perseus
35. Zeus

36. Medusa
37. Theseus
38. Aegeus
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Abstract

Aristotle’s Poetics has valuable information in various sections which needs to be interpreted owing to its particular
structure. One of these sections is Aristotle’s judgment on the tragedians’ innovations. Thus, the interpretation of
Aeschylus’ plays is particularly significant because he is the earliest of the three great tragic poets. Aristotle has
attributed four innovations to Aeschylus: increasing the number of actors, decreasing the importance of chorus,
attention to dialogue, and best-selecting the mythos. Although except the latter, the other are approximately close
to each other, Aristotle has separated them into sections based on different perspectives. The main purpose of this
research is to analyze to what extent Aeschylus’ plays are in line with Aristotle’s Poetics and to identify the flaws of
the Aristotelian model. The method which is used in this article consists of perusing all Aeschylus’ survived works
and Aristotle’s Poetics for identifying Aristotle’s direct analyses of him and analyzing the elements which have been
mentioned above and reviewing their development based on the date of their composition. The results of the research
show that among all four mentioned elements, Aristotle’s judgment on the mythos applies to the plays; but as for
the other two elements, namely increasing the number of actors and decreasing the importance of chorus, there are
several instances that refute the Aristotle’s arguments in Poetics regarding these plays. It seems one of the most
eminent reasons for this contradiction is that in compiling Poetics all Aeschylus’ plays have not been analyzed and

other great Greek poets have been taken into consideration.

Keywords: Aeschylus, Aristotle, Play, Poetics, Tragedy.
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