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Photographic adaptation in Saving private Ryan Film

Pouya Zamanian, Department of Art and Architecture, Payame Noor Unvierstiy, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Filmmakers use a variety of sources to create cinematic works. Cinema is mostly adapted from literature and novels,
but it is also adapted from other branches of art such as visual arts, music and even architecture to make cinematic
works Photography is also one of the arts that has been adapted into movies..The present study examined a film
which adapted from photography Steven Spielberg’s Saving Private Ryan is based on the photographs of Polish war
photographer Robert Capa But how have been adapted Capa’s photos to make Spielberg’s film? The main purpose
of the research was to determine the adapted items and to specify how to adapt the photos. This research has been
done by descriptive—analytical method and the method of collecting information has been using written sources and
referring to internet sites and watching movies. The nature of photography and cinema is similar. Photographers and
filmmakers use similar tools to create images. The camera lens and film that are used, as well as the technical settings
that are used for both media, are somewhat similar, and this similarity makes it possible to create similar images in
them. Except the subject of Kappa’s photos, which are depicted in the first sequence of the film, The director, and
especially the cinematographer, have adapted the photographer’s work like composition and visual effects such as
screen size, camera height, depth of field, contrast, color, sharpness and texture of the images. But such technical

adaptations are not recognizable by ordinary spectators and do not have much effect on the audience’s attention.

Key words: Cinematic Adaptation, Steven Spielberg, saving private ryan, Robert Kappa
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