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Batman Returns (Tim Burton, 1992)
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Breathless (Jean-Luc Godard, 1960) the 400 Blows (Francois Truffaut, 1959)
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Lost Highway (David Lynch, 1997) Blade Runner 2049 (Denis Villeneuve, 2017)
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Modernist

Postmodern

Mulholland Drive 2001
David Lynch

The End, Narration and Closure in the Cinema
Richard John Neupert
Frank Kermode

The Sense of an Ending
Plato

William S. Burroughs
Ending Title Card
Jean-Luc Godard

Francois Truffaut

Roman Polanski
Casabelanca 1942
Michael Curtiz

Red Desert 1964
Michelangelo Antonioni
Dead Man 1995

Jim Jarmusch

Blade Runner 1982

Ridley Scott

Jean Francois Liotar

The Postmodern Condition
metanarration, master narration, grandnarrative
Susan Hayward

Fredric Jameson

Postmodernism, or, the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism
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Tim Burton
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65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

Quentin Tarantino
New Hollywwod
Leftover

The Blue Angel
Josef von Sternberg
Citizen Kane 1941
Orson Welles
Forest Gump 1994
Robert Zemeckis
Psycho 1960
Alfred Hitchcock
Funny Games 1997
Michael Haneke

Last Year at Marienbad 1961

Alain Resnais
Shame 1968
Ingmar Bergman
845

Federico Fellini
Breathless 1960
Collage
Subjectivity
Endless Ending
Interupted Ending
Attach

Detach
Denouement
LaHaine 1995
Mathieu Kassovitz
Barry Lewis
Neo-Noir
surrealism

Diane (Betty)
Ritta (Camilla)
Roger Ebert
Convoluted Narratives
Karen Smsert
Memento 2001
Christopher Nolan
Sight & Sound magazine
Michaeel Atkinson
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Abstract

Postmodernism, influenced by the socio-cultural atmosphere of the era, has affected films and in particular, the
narratives have seen some radical transformations. The ending sequences have also evolved to have the previous
patterns and new ones. In this article, we will first examine the bearings and importance of the final sequences and the
ending of the films in different periods of the history of cinema and how films end regardless of their genre, style, and
period in which they have been made. Therefore, we look at how the postmodern discourse penetrated the world of
postmodern cinema and merged it with different styles of the previous eras. Subsequently, along with the intellectual
content of the postmodern era, we now can see an aesthetic form that affects the laying out of the ending sequence and
denouement, generally resulting in the form of mixture of the codes of the previous periods and a new particular one.
In this regard, by examining “Mulholland Drive”, which is considered to be one of the early examples of postmodern
films with unique endless endings, we see that sometimes postmodern films do not retain any predetermined pattern
for their closure. This lack of modeling that brings us to unchartered territories shows that in an endless (not just
open endings but ones with more questions to solve) way, the audiences are left to ponder and question the whole
film. Fredric Jameson refers to this pattern as endlessness and considers it be one of the characteristics of postmodern
cinema because not only is it contradictory, but also this contradiction can be seen as a problem arising from the
totality of postmodern human life as a whole, in which human beings experience a complex life in the last period of
capitalism and into a postmodern world depicted in the films. According to Jameson’s theory, just as the political and
social structure of life in the postmodern period is invisible, the endings of postmodern films are also not vivid and
audiences are unable to find any endings. We have applied this theory to the film “Mulholland Drive” and shown that
its endlessness coincides with the film’s structure and narrative.

Keywords: Postmodernism, Postmodern Cinema, Fiction Film, Mulholland Drive
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