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Abstract

This research tries to study the quiddity of Iqa’, rhythm, and other temporal musical elements which exist in
forming a sonic event and also a sonic system. The above concepts are employed in fundamental theories of middle
age and contemporary age as well as of Iranian music’s history. They are usually used to describe the duration of
musical sounds. In the studies performed in this field, the main and basic quiddity of Iqa’ & other concepts is less
paid attention to. The methodology utilized in this research is based on the descript-analytic method in a qualitative
way which focuses on the temporal bases of music and the kinds of sonic systems existing in it, from the aspect of
lexicology and the physical expression of sonic events. The information gathered in this research is based on library
documents and primary documents such as manuscripts of treaties about music in the past, especially Risaleh Masiqi
by Afzal al-Din Maraqi Kashani also known as Baba Afzal. The above treaty goes back to The Seljuk period. In
this treaty, Baba Afzal defines Iqa’ as pause (Standstill). This definition is mentioned exclusively in this treaty, and
it is quite different from other definitions in other treaties. The findings of this research prove the accuracy of this
definition. According to the findings of this research, a sonic event, in its most essential formation, regardless of
specifications of musical sounds like pitch, timbre, dynamism, and duration, stands on four temporal bases: Khiz,
Zarbe(stroke), Harikat, and Iqa.” Khiz doesn’t have an equivalence in the theory of international and Iranian music,
and it is talked about for the first time in this research. Khiz is defined as a movement to gain energy to vibrate
the source of the sound. Singers and woodwind and brass instrument players breathing, raising hands or fingers in
percussion instruments are all examples of Khiz in music. Relying on this concept, a more thorough understanding
can be established of the concept of the meter. Zarbe (stroke) is defined as transferring saved energy in the plectrum
to the source of sound that makes it vibrate. Harikat is defined as the formation of mechanical waves in the air,
made as a result of the source of sound’s vibration. Iqa” and its similar concept, rhythm is a pause (standstill) which
forms duration by making disruption in the process of movement and its division. These four elements along with
the gradual presence of the concepts: duration, grouping, puls, and meter makes more complicated sonic events
categorized by bounds as sonic systems. Sonic system due to each of the above specifications presence possesses
significant characteristics which are called Hijai system, Vazhigani system, Sefid system, Mosajja’ system, Adwari
system & Aruzi system based on structural complications of sonic events and the order of their occurrence. Sonic
systems are organized next to each other and in the above order in one continuum called the temporal systems
continuum of music. The temporal structure of pieces of music can be considered as a member of the sonic system

of this continuum or a form made of more than sonic systems.
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