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Faramarz Payvar’s Compositional Technics

Ramtin Nazarijou, Masters of Iranian music performance, Faculty of Performing Arts and Music, College of Fine arts,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Faramarz Payvar is known as one of the most significant musicians of Iranian classical music in contemporary
era. He has evolved Santur and Iranian ensemble playing and has the most codified repertory for Santur which
encompasses elementary to advanced levels. Plus, being a significant virtuous Santur player, having hours of
recorded music and stage performances, dozens of books and papers, his special style of improvisation, composition
and ensemble arrangement have always made Payvar an important aural and didactic source for music students and
players, and his influence can be seen in the next generations of musicians.

This paper includes Faramarz Payvar’s some compositional technics that he used in his performances, compositions
and improvisations. In this paper by adducing Payvar’s written works and considering them statistically, for
knowing how many times a technic has been used, a definition and assortment have been introduced. In conclusion

it could be said that Payvar’s Chaharmezrabs have the most compositional technics and his Rengs have the least.

Keywords: Faramarz Payvar, compositional technics, Chaharmezrab, Modal structure, Iranian classical music

composition



