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The meaningful relationship of Ghazal and Avaz
in Iranian music system (Dastgah)
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Abstract

To identify the connection between Ghazal and Avaz, two internal and external factors have been considered. Internal
factors have been examined by linguistic and musicological perspective. The semantic coherence in linguistics
and the formalism theory in musicology have been used to explain the relationship between Ghazal and Avaz. The
object of coherence was examined in Ghazal and Dastgah from Linguistic approach, and the structure of Ghazal and
Dastgah were examined by the musical approach. At investigation in internal factors of coherence, it was found that
four factors of Repetition, Synonymy, Antonym and Hyponymy are adapted with four factors of Repetition, Variation,
Antonym and Relations between the component and whole in Dastgah. The verses of the Ghazal show their solidarity
through Radif and rhyme and Dastgah reveals its internal correlation through cadence.

Ghazal contains romantic, mystical and moral themes and The nature of each part of Dastgah contains certain mental
and spiritual states. Every singer in Iranian music tries to choose appropriate melodies for each Ghazal. These
melodies are called Gusheh. The number of verses of Ghazal corresponds to the number of Gusheh of Dastgah. All
these factors show the meaningful relationship between Ghazal and Avaz in Iranian music system.

Keywords: Ghazal, Semantic Coherence, Avaz, Dastgah

Journal of Dramatic Arts & Music | No. 23 | Winter 2021



