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Abstract

Beckett’s last plays criticize the discourse of power with a more political approach than his early works. This essay
scrutinizes his change of approach and meanderings in politicization of the body or the political, body with a focus
upon the act of embodiment as an undeniable cornerstone of contemporary identity and subjectivity. Krapp’s Last Tape
as the representative of Beckett’s early plays is compared to Catastrophe as his most political work in the corpus of his
late plays. The first section of this essay studies Krapp’s Last Tape from the perspective of Pragmatist Sociology and its
well-received and prevalent sub—category, which is “reflexive embodiment.” Reflexive embodiment views identity
as the reflection of social images, interactions, concepts, and influences. The problem with reflexive embodiment
is that it neglects and undermines politics of the body or the process through which the body and embodiment are
politicized and shaped by the discourse of power. Reflexive embodiment sees the body as a mirror held up against
others, people surrounding us, social events, and processes. Krapp examines his body not just through reflection, but
constant self-reflection and self—scrutiny, that is to say, the act of recording the tapes produces multiple selves of/
for Krapp. Each tape becomes another for Krapp resulting in his sense of loss, desperation, and psychological pain.
The mirror within the mirror embodiment of Krapp reveals the fact that the reflection in Beckett’s play becomes
performative as it results in a labyrinthine selthood. It can be claimed that Beckett’s revision of his approach to the
body reveals the shortcomings of sociological embodiment and reflection theory. Reflexive embodiment lacks a
vivid political discourse. Thus, the second part of the essay analyzes embodiment in Catastrophe from the political
lens of “state of exception.” The State of exception, introduced and promulgated by Carl Schmidt, is the essence of
power; it is how power comes into being, grows, instills, and installs itself in the society. Power with the use of state
of exception exposes the body to a radical, yet fundamental dualism: It includes the body by excluding it and punishes
the body by taking care of it. It can be stated that state of exception is the way through which power rules without overt
and severe force; it controls the subjects without violent enforcement. Such a zone of indistinction between inclusion
and exclusion, violence and care, nature and culture, law and lawlessness surfaces in Catastrophe as the Protagonist’s
body is meticulously and pointedly formed and ruled over by the Director’s constant orders. The Protagonist’s body
is excluded from the sphere of the social and the political, as it is included within the Director’s instruction. In
Catastrophe, Beckett reveals the state of exception, the oscillation between exclusion and inclusion and its impacts on
the Protagonist’s body. In Beckett’s recent plays, the body does not concord with social requirements and interactions,
and it is victimized and experimentalized. Also, in his politicization of the body, embodiment induces disembodiment

as any interaction with the society inevitability and forcibly carves the discourse of power on the body.
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