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Abstract

In— the era of two great and powerful empires, Safavid and Gorkani, cultural interactions between India and Iran
affected on instruments development. String instruments with bow are a large ensemble of string instruments that
make sound by using bow or ricochet and they have been used in Iran and India since the ancient times. In the
illustrated samples of this era which has been studied, using string instruments with bow has been numerous in
parties but not as numerous as using of string instruments without bow.

This research has attempted to study different types of instruments, musicians’ places, the musician status of string
instruments toward the musician status of other instruments (such as tabor, lute, trombone, daf, dayereh) and also
their status in empires of safavid and Gorkani; this study also answers to this fundamental question: whether the
immigration of Iranian artists and musicians to India made difference in the way and diversity of using string
instruments in different parties or is there a special difference in this section caused by overwhelming influence of
Iranian painting on Indian painting?

According to the studied works, it may say that although Iranian art had a great influence on Indian art but it could
not have a successful presence in the field of using string instruments with bow and it just suffice to add Iranian
fiddle to the collection of this instruments in that country and perhaps great variety of string instruments types in
India in Gurkani era toward Safavid era has been the most important reason of it.

This research has been done through comparative-analytic method and library—documentary data collection
method. It should be noted that the references of this paper contain the figures of books and albums as well as
different wall figures.

Keywords: string instruments with bow, painting,Safavid, Gurkani



