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Abstract

Traditional Japanese theater forms maintain a profound connection with the religious beliefs of
this land, including Shintoism and Zen, to the extent that the formation and continuity of many
of them can be attributed to these rituals. Various elements of these performances, including the
role-playing of characters present in them, adhere to specific principles that are often influenced
by the aforementioned beliefs. In this context, given the prominent position of child performers
and the precise regulations governing their participation, particularly in the three forms of Noh,
Kydgen, and Kabuki, examining their presence holds significant importance, both in relation to
Japan’s prevailing beliefs and in understanding the rules governing the training and performance
of children in these plays. This article aims to analyze the role of children in these performances,
referred to as kokata in Noh and Kyodgen, and koyaku in Kabuki, and extract educational implia
cations for children’s theater. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method with a qualita-
tive approach, based on library resources, framed within the theoretical constructs of the innate
sanctity of children, Zeami’s concept of yiigen, and the hereditary system of acting. The findings
reveal that in Noh, kokata not only preserves the sanctity of roles such as emperors through their
inherent purity but also contributes to realizing yiigen with their natural delicacy, while ensuring
a deliberate distance between performer and role; in Kydgen, the presence of kokata primarily
serves the continuity of family traditions and gradual familiarization with the stage; whereas
in Kabuki, koyaku is embedded within a stratified hereditary acting system, linking early stage
exposure with professional training and heightened audience impact. Thus, child performance
in these three forms reflects the interplay of cultural worldview, aesthetic principles, and
educational patterns unique to each tradition; features such as training from childhood, family
involvement in rehearsals and performances, and aligning school education with performance
schedules offer inspiring models for contemporary methods of theater training for children.
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4.  kyogen

5. Kabuki

6.  Meiji Restoration

7. Kokata

8. Koyaku

9. Leiter

10. The Art of Kabuki: Five Famous Plays

11. Historical Dictionary of Japanese Traditional Theatre

12. Meiji Kabuki: Japanese Theatre Through Foreign Eyes

13. Tyler

14. Japanese N6 dramas

15. Funa Benkei (Benkei aboard ship)

16. Cavaye

17. Kabuki: a Pocket Guide

18. Kenklies

A

Y

19. The Eternal Flower of The Child: The Recognition of Childhood in Zeami’s Educational Theory of Noh

Theatre
20. Hare, T.
21. The Emperor’s Noh Clothes: Medieval Japanese Kingship and the Role of the Child in Noh Drama
22. Kuzu
23. Yoshitsune
24. Motomasa
25. Edo Kabuki: The Actor’s World
26. Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan, Child welfare Act (1947), Article 4(1).
27. Yugen
28. Kan’ami Kiyotsugu
29. Zeami Motokiyo
30. Sarugaku
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32. Shite
33. Tsure
34. Waki

35. Wakizure

36. Sumidagawa

37. Minamoto no Yoshitsune
38. Ataka

39. Shizuka
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42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

Ado

koado
Tachishu
Utsubo Zaru
Kanazo Jizo
Romusha
kojidawara
Okuni

[zomu
Nenutsu-odori
Kabuki-odori
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53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

dakoyaku
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Nakamura Kantaro II
Nakamura Kanzabura XVII
Musume Dojoji

Benten Kozo (
Kurogo
kowakare
Meiboku Send
Senmatsu
Yamanba
Kaidomaru

Benten the Thief)

ai Hagi

kodomo shibai

kubifuri shibai

gooseneck theatre

chanter

Sugawara Denju Tenarai Kagami

nadai
nadaishita
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